
      I am sure of this: That he who began a good work in you  

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. — Philippians 1:6 

      I am sure most of you have heard that I have been offered and accepted 

a new appointment as the pastor of the First United Methodist Church in 

Midland, Texas.  This means that God, through the leading of the bishop 

and cabinet (district superintendents) in consultation with our Staff-Parish Relations Committee, 

will be announcing the appointment Aldersgate’s next pastor within the next few days.  

      During these times of transition, it is important to remember our history. 

      In June of 1950, a new Methodist congregation was planted and began to hold worship 

services on the campus of then McMurry College because of the vision of the college’s president at 

the time, Dr. Harold G. Cooke. This is how God’s good work through Aldersgate United 

Methodist Church began.  The church met on the McMurry campus for its first six years, until 

building its first dedicated space for worship, the current Fellowship Hall. Through the past 67 

years, 16 pastors have lead the ministry and mission of this congregation.  

      This history reminds us, even when it feels like so much is changing, that many things will 

not change, including . . . 

 Aldersgate’s mission of raising up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus.  

 The Spirit of God, transforming our lives and equipping us to invite 

people on the journey of following Jesus. 

 The Good News and the calling to share it through faithful service 

and relationship building in the local mission field (McMurry, Bowie 

Elementary, Aldersgate Academy and our Neighborhood). 

      We could add to this list so much more, such as God’s love for us and the great love that the 

people of Aldersgate have for each other and for the world. 

      For example, the outpouring of love and support that Alayna and I and our family have 

received from you has been overwhelming. We  love you all!  As we prepare to say our see you laters 

towards the first of the summer, it is my hope that we all can stay focused and remain deeply 

committed to following Jesus and to supporting the church through our prayers, presence, gifts, 

service and witness.  May we not let up as God directs us in this new season, continuing the good 

work that has begun in us.  

      Remember the secret!                 


